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Abstract

Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani (d. 189 AH) is recognized as
one of the leading authorities of the Hanafi school, especially for his
contributions that intertwine jurisprudence with ethical and social
guidance. His book Al-Iktisab fi al-Rizq al-Mustatab ("The Pursuit of
Lawful Livelihood") offers a coherent ethical-legal system that governs
financial earnings and professional conduct in accordance with Islamic
principles. This work is considered a priceless resource for individuals at
the threshold of their professional lives.

Adopting a deductive analytical approach, this study examines the
contents of Al-Iktisab to extract key educational values related to earning
and labor. These values, deeply rooted in Islamic ethics, provide practical
guidance that can positively influence the development of sustainable
skills among university students in Saudi Arabia and across the Arab
world—especially those preparing to enter the workforce and build a
meaningful career.

The study highlights the imperative of integrating financial ambition with
spiritual consciousness, promoting the pursuit of lawful (halal) income,
and categorically rejecting illegitimate or unethical methods of wealth
acquisition. Furthermore, it advocates for fostering a mindset that rejects
unemployment, upholds honesty in economic transactions, discourages
deceit, and ensures full adherence to contractual obligations.
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