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Concept of Work in Islam and the Polytechnic Theory

Abstract

The current study aimed to illustrate the concept of work in the polytechnic theory,
highlight the concept of work from the perspective of Islamic education, and provide a critical
perspective to show the shortcomings of the polytechnic theory in the light of the concept of
work in Islamic education. The study adopted the inductive descriptive approach. It concluded
that the most prominent criticism of this theory is the focus on society more than the
individual, with a special focus on society. The polytechnic theory is extreme towards work;
it prioritizes work. Additionally, it rejects and denies religion. The polytechnic theory denies
absolute truths. When they exist, they are affected by the results of the development of
knowledge, which contradicts the absolute truths in which the Muslim believes, such as the
existence of Allah Almighty, the Creator of everything. Moreover, the polytechnic theory
pays special attention to traditional methods that adopt practice and experimentation with a
neglect of theoretical methods, besides mandatory evaluation standards determined by the
supreme authority in the country. It is considered an essential means to determine the
educational destiny of the individual.
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